
Nativity of Our
130 N. Richelieu Circle  • New Iberia, LA   70560

Phone: (337) 364-8360  • Email: nativity@ni.brcoxmail.com
Website:  www.nativityni.org

MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Weekdays:   
5:30 pm (Tuesday and Thursday)
9:00 am (Wednesday)  6:30 am (Friday)

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday:  9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Tuesday:  9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Wednesday:  9:30 am — 5:00 pm
Thursday:  9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Friday:  9:00 am — 12:00 pm
(Closed daily from 12:00 pm — 1:00 pm for Lunch)

PASTOR: 
Rev. Msgr. J. Robert Romero

SACRAMENTAL MINISTER:
Fr. Ed Degeyter

BOOKKEEPER: 
Linda L. Viator

SECRETARY:
Polly Camacho

DIRECTOR OF FAITH 
FORMATION:
Janet Viator – 337-365-3759

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT
COORDINATOR:
Amber Salsman

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT: Barbara Breaux

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday:  3:00 pm — 3:45 pm and
30 minutes before weekday Masses

ROSARY:
Wednesday: 8:20 am (Pro-Life)
Thursday: 5:00 pm February 4, 2024



Tuesday, February 6, 2024 
5:30pm Donna M. Snoddy
Wednesday, February 7, 2024
9:00am Carrol Romero, Sr., Special Intention

Lloyd Geoffroy, Jr., Ray & Nancy Shuman
M/M V.A. Bernard

Thursday, February 8, 2024
5:30pm Special Intention
Friday, February 9, 2024
6:30am Special Intention
Saturday, February 10, 2024 
4:00pm Fr. Tom Finley, Rachel R. Romero

Lynward Ransonet, Robin Valverde
Rodolph Dugas, Jr. & Fly, Roy Flores
Leona & Jules Broussard

Sunday, February 11, 2024 
7:00am Parishioners, Clint & Margaret Claudy
9:00am Msgr. H. J. Barsen, Clint & Violet Lancon

Maria Nguyen Thi Chan, Agapito A. Castro
Loretta Trahan, Gerald “Bick” Girouard
L.E. & Barbara Dugas, Quang V. Nguyen
L.J & Edna Mae Begnaud

11:00amFr. A.J. Boumans, Harvey & Joyce DeCourt
Donna M. Lanza

REFLECTIONS - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - While not everyone is a gifted preacher who can 
inspire others, we are all “preachers” in a sense.  We “preach” by the way we live our lives - how we handle 
the ups and downs that are part of living.  These “sermons” speak more eloquently than any words we could 
say.  Remember, “The only Gospel some people will ever read is You.”  What are they reading?  Is it what you 
would like them to read?  Does it inspire, encourage, and give people hope?  What can you do to become a 
better “preacher” of the Gospel?

“I do all that I do for the sake of the gospel
in hope of having a share in its blessings.” - 1 Corinthians 9:23

Reprinted with permission from S.T. Productions.

Valentines Dinner Fundraiser
When: Saturday February 10, 2024

Where: Nativity Parish Hall
Cost: $40.00 per person

Come and enjoy a steak dinner with your Valentine and 
help support the Youth Group. Come dressed in your best 

Sunday attire as you dance the night away.
Seating starts at 6:30pm, dinner will be served at 7pm.

Babysitting services will be available upon request.
There are a limited number of tickets available. Please 

contact Amber Salsman at 337-339-1223 or call the 
office at 337-364-8360 for more info or ticket inquiries.

(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Purpose & Pride

Father, forgive me. Today’s Gospel made me want to 
fight somebody.  If you want to make me really, really an-
gry, you are sure of doing so if you tell me about an old 
woman who was sick, but felt a little better, and then her son
-in-law and all his buddies showed up, so she cooked them a 
bunch of food and cleaned up after them. 

We all project our own feelings, fears, insecurities, and 
desires onto the word of God. I certainly do. And most of 
my feelings, fears, insecurities, and desires spring from my 
current role as a tired mom of little kids.

I think there is a fear inside many of us of God’s pur-
pose for our lives. What if it’s not aligned perfectly with 
what we think we need, or what we imagine we want? Most 
of the time, I think I need a nap, and I imagine that I want 
absolutely no one asking me for any kind of help. And here I 
am, perpetually napless and always being called on to render 
assistance.

The actions of Peter’s mother-in-law were the only 
actions we would expect of a woman who had just received 
a miracle. She jumped up, and with bravery and boldness 
she served the Lord.  But couldn’t she rest? Couldn’t she 
serve him later? Couldn’t she thank him with a smile and 
take a nap? Well, I suppose. But is that how you react to a 
miracle?

I have received my miracle — my family. My purpose. 
So why am I still lying down??  

“He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up. Then 
the fever left her and she waited on them.” — Mark 1:31

©LPi

2023 Contributions Statement
If you would like to have a copy of your 2023 
Statement of Contributions mailed to you, please 
call the office at (337)364-8360 to request one.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Eucharistic Revival - February 4, 2024 
 We celebrated the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2024 on January 18 - 25, 2024. This year’s 
theme comes from Luke 10:27: “You shall love the Lord your God … and your neighbor as yourself.” We 
see that the theme challenges us Christians to be at “one being Christians” in the way we live.  It is a good 
thing to do, as we all say we follow Jesus Christ.  So, we should be at one living Jesus’ life.  Although we 
are different in how our churches worship and organize, we should be the same in loving each other.  
 At the same time, we have churches founded from the time of the Apostles.  We have churches that 
formed from the Eastern Roman Empire and from the Western Roman Empire.  They have the same 
structure and beliefs. These churches all believe in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.  In 
1054 A.D. there was a separation of these churches. They divided into the Orthodox Churches and the 
Catholic Churches. This division meant that the Orthodox Churches did not practice a unity where the 
Bishop of Rome, as the successor of St. Peter, was the leader of the church.  But they continued to believe 
and practice the same life and sacraments as the Catholic Church. So we say, both the Orthodox and Cath-
olics believe JESUS IS PRESENT - BODY, BLOOD, SOUL, AND DIVINITY IN THE SACRED HOST 
AND PRECIOUS BLOOD. These Christians still believe in the Real Presence.  
 All Christians believed in the Real Presence until the Protestant Reformation beginning with Martin 
Luther in 1517 A.D. So we can say that the Lutheran Church founded in 1517, Church of England found-
ed in 1534, Presbyterian Church founded in 1560, Congregationalist Church founded in 1582, Baptist 
Church founded in 1606, Dutch Reformed Church founded in 1628, Methodist Church founded in 1744, 
Unitarian Church founded in 1774, Christian Scientist Church founded in 1879, and many other churches 
founded in the last 100 years do not believe in the Real Presence of JESUS - BODY, BLOOD, SOUL, 
AND DIVINITY - IN THE SACRED HOST AND PRECIOUS BLOOD.   
 So as we remember the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2024, we should love each other whether 
we are Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant.  I encourage all Christians who receive JESUS - BODY, BLOOD, 
SOUL AND DIVINITY - in communion, pray: “Jesus, thank you for your love and mercy in your dying 
on the cross for my salvation and growth in the family life of our Father in Heaven.  Please help me love 
like you.” I encourage all Christians who do not receive the Real Presence of JESUS - BODY, BLOOD, 
SOUL AND DIVINITY - in communion, pray: “Jesus, I know you died on the cross for me because you 
love me and have mercy for me.  Please help me love like you.”  
- Msgr. J. Robert Romero 

Gospel Meditation for the  
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Maybe I’m weird, but I like spending time in doctor’s offices, confession lines in churches, auto repair 
shops, prison cells, and support groups of various kinds. It’s refreshing to be with people who humbly admit 
something is wrong and forthrightly set out on a path toward a solution. When we ignore what is off kilter, we 
become alone and fragile. In places where people are honest and hopeful about brokenness, sturdy if subtle 
fellowship usually ensues.  
 Consider the image we see of Jesus in the Gospel of Mark. “...they brought to him all who were ill or 
possessed by a demon. The whole town was gathered at the door.” The entire human community is afflict-
ed in various ways, and so it gradually forms a strange new community around Jesus. The healer from Naza-
reth is like a sun of health around which orbits a throng of humanity absorbing his healing rays. These blessed 
souls can’t fix themselves and become healthy, and they know it. But they have found in him the living source 
of all imaginable healing.  
 It’s the Church, isn’t it? A sin-sick community gathered and healed is what happens at the beginning of 
every Mass. We shuffle in through the door from everywhere and announce that we are not okay, and we can’t 
fix it. In doing so, we are drawn into the orbit of the healing power of Christ — and into a renewed community 
with the whole human family. It’s nothing to fear or rush. Maybe we can even learn to enjoy more how good it 
is to be in such a happy place.  
Fr. John Muir                        ©LPi  

SANCTUARY LIGHT: 
 

Provided by: 
Our Lady’s Altar Society 

Prayer for God’s presence 
Dear Jesus,  Reveal yourself to me! When I am alone and in 
darkness, fill me with your light. I want to know you, I want 
to experience your healing. Be with me, Lord. Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The names on our prayer list will stay 
on for 90 days.  If you want to add or 
delete a name, please call the office 
@ 337-364-8360:  Tracy Renard, Stacey Pellerin, 
Brenda Hebert, Daniel Bienvenu, Laura George, 
Elmae Picard, Pat Villermin, Billy Simon, Lynette 
Landry, Tommy Ronsonet, Michelle Frith, Law-
rence Romero, Jimmy Simoneaux, Bernadine Wil-
liams, Laura LaBiche, Curtis Hulin, Julie Naquin, 
Morgan McMusson, Candice Clark, Kerry Romero, 
Todd D’Albor, Barrett Gardner, Delina Lafont, 
Sonny Broussard, Louis Boudreaux, Jr., Michelle 
Parrie, Raywood Buteaux, Scott Romero, Denise 
Hebert, Millard & Myrna Poché, Taylor Price, Bet-
ty Rogers, Ellen Barrilleaux Thomas, Clint Bou-
dreaux, Carly Tajmir, Harold Martin, Laurie De-
lahoussaye, Kelly Boudreaux, Sr., Sid Richardson, 
Kathie Segura, Mary Taylor Broussard, Mazel 
Dwyer, Fran Jackson, David & Robin Viator fami-
ly, Sheryl S. Bourque, Ronnie Landry, Elise C. Ver-
ret, Michael & Claire Landry Family, Dustin & Ni-
cole V. Ortego family, Linda & Clint Trahan fami-
ly, Mark Landry I, Josephine Delcambre, Ruth Ber-
nard, Sirena Rogers, Jay McDonald, Gloria 
Comeaux, Shawntell Romero, Bea Romero, Jean-
ette Gonsoulin, Jacquie Gondran, Joylynn Trosclair, 
Alice Robicheaux, Sheri Arcement Darby, Caroline 
Dubois, Brenda Romero, Carrol Romero, Jr., Pat-
rick Robicheaux, Walker Robicheaux, Catherine 
Bourdier, Denni Kinsey, Jeanne Dupre, Peggy 
Fitch, Hardy Jenkins, Corliss Ramirez, Jean-Paul 
Marceaux, Peggy Lancon, Rhonda Darden, Marnel 
Fremin, Yvonne Willis, Misty Geoffroy, Shirley 
Trahan, April Bashay 
    Please also pray for those , individuals who, although 
they are in need of your prayers, have requested that their 
names not be publicized for privacy reasons. 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
 - CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

Q:  Is gossip a mortal sin?  
   A:  To really ask this question, we must consider the 
Eighth Commandment: “You shall not bear false wit-
ness.” 
 In its reflections on this commandment, The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church invites us to not only 
think about what bearing “false witness” means, but to 
also consider how we understand the truth and how we 
communicate more broadly. This is why so much of 
this section of the Catechism has to do with the gift of 
language. With this in mind, we will notice that the 
word “gossip” isn’t used by the Catechism. Instead, we 
find the words “detraction” and “calumny,” which are 
actually two forms that gossip can take, and both can 
be quite serious. 
 First, detraction is the revealing of “another’s 
faults and failings to persons who did not know them,” 
without morally valid reasons. Calumny, by extension, 
is saying something about another person that is un-
true, and it is sinful because it “harms the reputation of 
others and gives occasion for false judgements” (see 
no. 2477). 
 In all of our communication, we have to always 
recognize that we have a moral obligation to the truth 
and to always work to protect the reputation and honor 
of our neighbors (see no. 2479). 
 Gossip can, in fact, prove to be a very serious sin. 
After all, the Catechism reminds us: “No one is bound 
to reveal the truth to someone who does not have the 
right to know it” (no. 2489). When we have gossiped, 
especially if we are aware we have damaged another 
person’s good name or reputation, we want to make 
every effort to undo the damage we have done, includ-
ing seeking the grace and forgiveness offered in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.     ©LPi  

  This year, we celebrate our faith and God’s call to Unite as the 
Body of Christ, honoring Jesus Christ by serving others throughout 
Acadiana. When you give prayerfully to the Bishop’s Services Ap-
peal, you are responding to His divine summons and joining with 
your Catholic brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette. You 
are demonstrating the very Real Presence of Jesus, not only in the Eu-
charist, but also in one another. 
 This weekend is Bishop’s Services Appeal Commitment Week-
end. As followers of Jesus Christ, we have the opportunity through 
the BSA to emulate Him, serving one another in lowliness of heart 
and mind, seeking to build one another up in humility, holiness and 
hope. The Lord has promised true greatness in His kingdom for disci-
ples who do everything for the love of God. Please respond generous-
ly to the Bishop’s Services Appeal by Uniting as the Body of Christ.  
 Uniting as the Body of Christ, we become part of the story of 
Christ’s love. It is through unity and love that we are called to give; 
and in doing so, we are feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, 
and ministering to the imprisoned in spirit. Please give to support 
the 2024 Bishop’s Services Appeal. May Nativity of Our Lady par-
ish respond generously.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



CURRENT EVENTS 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 4, 2024 
 

Reading I: Job 7:1-4. 6-7 
• Job was overwhelmed with feelings of sadness  
  and despair. How does your faith help you 
  get through difficult times?  
Reading II:  1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
• St. Paul sees his “gospel” (the good news of  
  Jesus Christ) as the center of his life. What  
  do you think is the focus of your life?  
Gospel:  Mark 1:29-39 
• At the start of Jesus’s public ministry in Galilee,  
  we hear he was purpose-driven in  
  performing many healings and exorcisms,  
  as well as preaching the good news of the  
  kingdom of God. What could you do this  
  week as an intentional act of charity or  
  kindness?  

©LPi  

TODAY’S READINGS 
Monday, February 5, 2024 
 Faith Formation - Grades 7 - 11 
Tuesday, February 6, 2024 
 Bible Study - 9am - Barsen Hall 
 Mass at 5:30pm 
Wednesday, February 7, 2024 
 Pro-Life Rosary - 8:20am - Mass - 9am 
 Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hour -  
  9:30am - 10:30am - Church 
 Faith Formation - Grades 1-6 
Thursday, February 8, 2024  
 Mass at 5:30pm  
 Bible Study 6:10pm - Barsen Hall 
 Baptismal Class - 6:30pm - Church Office 
Friday, February 9, 2024 
 Mass at 6:30am 
Saturday, February 10, 2024  
 Mass at 4pm  
 Youth Group Valentine Dinner - 6:30pm 
   Parish Hall 
Sunday, February 11, 2024  
 Masses at:7am, 9am & 11am 
 2nd Collection - Nativity Building Fund 

  MASS SERVERS 
February 6 - 11, 2024 

 

DAY 
DATE 

TIME CELEBRANT READERS LAY MINISTERS OF 
HOLY COMMUNION 

ALTAR 
SERVERS 

Tuesday 
2/6/24 

5:30pm Msgr. J. Robert 
Romero 

Kimberly 
Clay 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

Sacristan 

Wednesday 
2/7/24 

9:00am Fr. Ed 
Degeyter 

Ginger 
Comeaux 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

Sacristan 

Thursday 
2/8/24 

5:30pm Msgr. J. Robert 
Romero 

Pete 
Aucoin 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

Sacristan 

Friday 
2/9/24 

6:30am Msgr. J. Robert 
Romero 

Chad 
Courtois 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

Sacristan 

Saturday 
2/10/24 

4:00pm Msgr. J. Robert 
Romero 

Karl 
Boudreaux 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

See Altar Server 
Schedule 

Sunday 
2/11/24 

7:00am Fr. Ed 
Degeyter 

Janis 
Dugas 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

See Altar Server 
Schedule 

 9:00am Msgr. J. Robert 
Romero 

Lloyd 
Verret 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

See Altar Server 
Schedule 

 11:00am Msgr. J. Robert 
Romero 

Dona 
Schexnayder 

See Signup Sheet 
Inside Church 

See Altar Server 
Schedule 

PARISH VOCATION CROSS 
The Vocation Cross is taken by: 

 

Cynthia & Willie Elmer (February 4 - 10) 
 
 

Each week, a family or an individual from our parish re-
ceives the vocation cross.  During the week they pray for 
vocations not only from our parish, but through the dio-
cese for vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, religious 
& consecrated life.  If you or your family would like to 
receive the vocation cross, please sign-up on the sign-up 
sheet near the tabernacle in church. 

2024 Mass Intentions: 
The Mass Intention Book for the 2024 year is 
now open for parishioners to schedule Masses.  
Please allow at least 10 business days if possible, 
before the requested Mass.  Come by the church 
office to schedule Masses.  Call the church of-
fice with any questions, 364-8360. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Lewis St. Laundromat
• Large Comforters & Blankets
• Wash, Dry & Fold Services
• Ironing & Steaming

337-364-5828
301 Lewis Street

Dr. Donald W. Henagan
Dr. Abigail Henagan Daly

337.364.2156
Specializing in Boiled, Fried and Grilled

Seafood with a Variety of Chinese Entrees
1201 Jane Street • 365-5412

Tuesday through Sunday 4 to 10....Closed Mondays
www.Janesseafood.com

Now Taking
Reservations for
Memory Care.

Limited Space Available
1318 Andre St

New Iberia
337-364-1695

IN SERVICE TO ONE
IN SERVICE TO ALL

BEN L. KIPER COUNCIL 12997
NEW MEMBERS INVITED

337-365-3331

Robichaux
Veterinary

Clinic
364-ROBI              364-7624

705 Estate South
Lonnie J. Robichaux, DVM

PORTEUS R. BURKE, ATTORNEY
Specializing in Personal Injury Law

BURTON E. CESTIA, ATTORNEY
Specializing in Succession Law and Estates

365-6628 603 F W. Admiral Doyle Dr.    356-6657

Chad C. Courtois
* Advantaged Assets*

337-261-9863

Retirement
Life

Health
Service

Solutions

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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